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For the reasons listed below I record my opposition to the above Bill being 
passed into law and ask that the Committee give due consideration to the 
following: 
 

 there is already adequate legislation in place to protect children. These 
laws not only protect children from physical abuse but allow parents to use 
mild chastisement in order to teach children right from wrong;  

 if future generations of children are to grow up without discipline then 
society - the children, the parents, schoolteachers and the general public 
will all suffer;  

 children are not the same as, or equal to, adults. They cannot always 
reason or predict the consequences of bad behaviour. Parents are the 
ones who are primarily responsible for guiding children into becoming well 
rounded and responsible adults. Removing the option of mild 
chastisement from parents will severely restrict their ability; 

 the State should never attempt to take over the role of parents unless 
there is evidence of child abuse; 

 who is going to pay for an already under funded army of Social Workers 
who will be called upon to "Supervise" those loving and responsible 
parents who will be criminalised by this unwise piece of legislation? 

 are the Police and Criminal Courts geared up and ready to deal with these 
trivialities? 

 how "Public" has this consultation been? Recent poll conducted by 
ComRes indicated that 74% of respondents were against criminalising 
parents in this way; 

 what research has been considered, or conducted, before proposing this 
Bill? The only research I have been able to find was carried out in 
Sweden, where similar legislation was put in place in 1979. The findings 
were that "child on child" violence increased significantly. 

 
I urge the Committee to take heed of real public opinion. Do not rely on the 
responses Mr. Finnie received from only 660 individuals. 660 represents only 
0.011% of Scottish households. It would be fundamentally wrong and 
irresponsible to legislate on the basis of this tiny group of individuals. 
 

 
 

 


